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At this public seminar, you will hear about the
teaching method that can really meet the hopes

of our nation’s young people! 
In schools all over America students are angrier

and more distressed than ever. Teachers are dis-
heartened, frustrated, and furious at having to
“teach to the test.”  The answer to this crisis is not
more relentless testing.  And it is most definitely
not vouchers for charter schools, and the privati-
zation of education—turning a child’s right to
learn into a source of profit for someone.  

The answer is the Aesthetic Realism Teaching
Method. That is what New York teachers will

show on November 5th. Through vivid lessons
from their own classrooms, they will describe how
this method has enabled students—many of whom
had failed, many of whom dreaded coming to
school—to welcome facts into their minds with ease
and pleasure!

Eli Siegel, the great philosopher, educator, and
founder of Aesthetic Realism, explained: “The pur-
pose of education is to like the world through knowing
it.” And he identified the biggest enemy to learning:
contempt—the “disposition in every person to think we
will be for ourselves by making less of the outside world.”

Young people are justly angry at the horrible
inequity that has deprived so many of them of

enough food, decent housing, and stable lives.
Meanwhile, without knowing it, young people can
use the injustice they see to feel, “This lousy world
doesn’t deserve for me to learn about it, with its
mathematics, history, science!” It is crucial, for the

well-being of their minds and lives, that students be
able to distinguish between the horribly unjust eco-
nomic system now in America and the fact that, as
Aesthetic Realism shows, the world itself has a struc-
ture that can be honestly liked. The basis is in this
groundbreaking principle:

“The world, art, and self explain each other:
each is the aesthetic oneness of opposites.”

For instance, students in a 7th-grade science class
studying the life cycle of a frog see how reality is

a oneness of sameness and change—opposites they
can feel are painfully separate in themselves. Their
bodies and feelings are changing in confusing ways.
Also, some don’t know where and with whom
they'll be living the next week. Yet they can often
feel stuck, bored, that everything is always the
same. The tadpole changes; loses its tail for swim-
ming and gills for breathing under water, and grows
legs for hopping and lungs for breathing on land.
But all the while, it still has the same thin, moist skin
and the same beating heart. Students see that, like
this small living being, they too can change and be
more themselves—through being added to by the
facts of the world, the feelings of other people.

As students meet any subject through the Aes-
thetic Realism Teaching Method, they feel, “This is
about the world, and it’s about me!” They welcome
learning, and learn with new energy and ease. They
also come to have authentic respect for one another,
and for people different from themselves!

Come on November 5th and see for yourself.


